
Van Buren/Cass District Board of Health
Minutes

8ll4/2024

Chairperson Jeremiah Jones called meeting to order at 3 pm at the health department facility at 260 South Street,

l,awrence MI 49064. Roll call taken. Board members present were: Jeremiah Jones, Tina Leary, Mary Howie, Don

l{anson, Robert Linderman, Vicki Vaughn and Randall Peat.

timployees Present: Danielle Persky, Nancy Desai, Tina Cox, George Friday, Cody Davis in person and Dr. Larry
Wile, Jennifer Zordan and Kelly Adkins virtually.

Others: Ron Swartz and daughter, Roger Boyer, Karen Tan and Joan Vidic

Iuly meeting minutes were reviewed. Discussion of minutes are as follow: Linderman asked if anyone had followed

up on the following: I . Status of Piggybacking with ISD on Marana Mail Solutions for our

statcd shc has talkcdヽvith thc and this that used Lake

Michigan Mailers for this service at one time. However, after their contract expired in one year the rates went up and

it was decided to go back to using a meter. Similar to what happened with us. They stated they are not interested in

going this route again at this time. 2. Have the supplies in the basement been moved to the garage? Danielle replied,

not u1 thir time. 3. Has anyone reached out to the Sheriff to get his opinion on the Intrado mobile alert system?

Danielle replied, not at this time, will put on her task list. 4. Huntinglon bank fees? Nancy stated she has met with

them and these charges are related to the credit card machine leasing and processing charges. She explained when we

moved from one company to another, we kept the machines until June to make sure there was a seamless transition.
'Ihe bank may possibly credit us back to June. 5. Was a comparison report on the COVID vaccination rate vs

infection rate given to Karen Tan as requested at the July meeting? Danielle replied not at this time, will put on her

task list. Motioned by Linderman, 2'd by Leary to approve the meeting minutes as written. All voting yes, motion

canied.

Danielle asked the agenda be changed to allow Environmental Health Report to go next.

Cody inforlncd the board on Junc 18th Mr Swartz applicd for an appcal for dcnial of
6iiginal application for alocated at 20021 Marcellus Hwy. He began o

thc

construction sewage permit on 5119122. After performing a soil boring and locating the well it was decided the parcel

u.as too small and there was a highwater table. On April 2024 Mr. Swartz asked about using holding tanks. Since

there has never been a permitted siwage disposal system on the property, it is considered new construction and the EH

Code states pump and i{aul system for new construction are prohibited. Mr. Swartz has indicated the property would

be used for commercial use however has not yet provided actual intended use and potential visitors. Without this

information a suitable sewage disposal system could not be designed. Mr. Swartz explained why he wanted to save

this building, some updates have been made. He did not understand how the holding tanks were considered new

construction- when th; building itself has been here since I 887. Wants to make it a coffee shop or possible a craft

room. Cody explained there are no perimeters for use of the building. 20 x 30' is the smallest drain field allowed.

Can design with hotding tanks ifthe board wants however still need to know what intended use will be and the number

of people- expected. Hai a concem that eventually a new well would have to be drilled. Also discussed concerns with

prrting. Coay explained we have to follow the Environmental Health code which states it doesn't allow for a holding

iunk uiless the board approves. Danielle stated safety and health is ofthe upmost importance and we need to follow

the EH Code and that oniy board approval will allow us to put in holding tanks. Cody stated that ifa coffee shop is the

intended use there could be possible issues with the well and therefore more problems. Peat stated that Mr' Swartz

should provide EH information on how he plans to use this facility, number of sinks, restrooms, number of potential

peopl" etc. Until this information is made available this board will not respond. Once this is received EH can design a

s1,stem. George stated information of intended use must be in writing. Motion by Peat, 2'd by Vaughn that EH

piovide guidanie to the board on whether or not holding tanks are possible in accordance to the EH Code once the

required information is received by Mr. Swartz. All voting yes, motion canied.

Statistics were discussed and reviewed with George reporting we are currently 80 well permits and 50 Septic permits

above what we were last year at this time. He also reported on beach monitoring program. First inland lake testing,



Lake of the Woods. Tested at 3 spots and I spot always tested higher than the other 2. Inland lake testing has proven '

to be more challenging.

George wanted the board to be aware of a in South Haven. The for a well permita

was done in 2022- A timeline was the application for a pcnn as part o

well process an EH mapper was completed This program allows us to see an contamination sitcs,howcvcr WhCn

lookhg atths paricuhr sie i came back emp"Whた h Simpけ hdtatcs Iも a contamlnalon Stc,just don't know

what it is   Wc issucd a we‖  permit with constrllction standards which means there is a dcpth rcquircmcnt with
instructions pcltaining to al cOntaminatcd sitcs and a arsenic tcst was nccdcd  This must bc donc bcforc thc、 vc‖ is

putinto scrvicc  We receivcd thc bactcria and nitrate tests back but nO arscnic tcst or wcli log Therefore,a letter、 vas

scnt indicating the need for this tcst   Thc arscnic test came in high,rcdid thc tcst and it camc back highcr,thcrcforc

contacted EGLE Infoll:lcd thc owner a flltratiOn systcm、vould bc nccdcd,hc could drill a new wc‖ or livc off hauling

in watcr VVc could not approvc、 vcm asis EGLE sent us inforrnation on approving a well、 vith high arscnic  A lctcr

was sentto thc landowner asking him to sigll ifhc undcrstood thc possiblc hcalth risks Hc rcfuscd to sign and anothcr

lctcr was sent Two mcctings were hcld to discuss this issue The owner is saying wc kllcw thcrc was arscnic thcrc

and gave a pcllllit anン way  Discusscd and reviewcd  MD「 ΠiS does not have a program for arsenic likc PFOS whcrc

frce fllters and bottle water is givcn out Thcrc arc ho、 vcver numerous 10、 v intcrcst loan programs for rnunicipalities to

providc municipal watcr  MDHHS is not going to do anメhing untll more testing is dOnc ThcrcfOrc,wc arc

proposing to gct addrcsscs of those hOmcs that could gct rnunicipal、 vatcr ifthcrc was a grant that could gct、 vatcr out

therc   MDHHS 、vill thcn detellllinc if、vc can do testing  Thcy wil suppOrt us to gct this tcsting and if testing

suppo■cd itthey wOuld then suppon SOuth Haven To、 、ηship getting iOw intcrest loans They propose that、 vc gct thc

addrcsses of all prOpett in arca and scc if South Havcn To、 vnship will support thcm gctting municipal、vatcr  Thcy
w‖ I suppolt testing of these prOpcrties and support the To、 vnship in getting 10、 v interest loans if neccssar/  Have tO
havc 50%of rcsidcnts supporting this as wc‖ as the suppOrt oflocal agcncics  Discussed and rcvicwcd

Danicne stated shc has talkcd with various entitics on this issuc and plans tO rcach out to our atomcy and his EH

spccialst Bchcves wc have donc cveッ ■ing in accordancc to protOcOヽ and proccdurcs howcvcr Wants to bc prcpared
in case this gocs to litigation  Plan to host cducational scssions to thOsc in thc area Drillcr should havc infol11led thc

rcsidcnce about arsenic tcsting,、 vhich wasn't done,thcrcfOrc we havc changcd Our proccsscs tO addrcss this We nccd

to cducate cvcryonc that has a、 ve‖ that rcgular tcsting should bc dOne on a rcgular basis  Still waiting to hcar from

South Havcn about hOsting thcsc educational scssiOns  Peat suggcsted wc havc a summav of all communication that

has taken place a10ng with any attachmcnts and scnd to a‖  parties invOlvcd and again in 30 days  Discusscd and
rcvlcwed

Financc DirectOr's Rcport:  Each board mcmber rcccivcd a staff repOrt rcgarding purchasing 3 vchiclcs  T、 vO fOr
Environmcntal Health and i fOr Gcncral use by hcalth dcpartrncnt stafl  Nancy cxplaincd that fllnding fOr thcsc

vchicles wOuld cOme from the lnfrastnlcturc grant  We rcccivcd statc cOntract pricing from Bcrgcr ChcvrOlct for

thcsc vehiclcs thcrcfOre nO addliOnal bids wcre ncccssav QuOtes and vchiclc spcciicaiOns wcrc availablc WOuld

‖kc the bOard tO authOrizc purchase ofthcse 3 vchicles frOm Bergcr ChevrOlct not to cxcccd S85,000  Discusscd and

revicwcd Nancy infO111led thc bOard that thcy are loOking intO quOtes to put up fcncing to hOusc all company vchiclcs

at thc Lawrencc facili″  Employecs will havc an option whethcr Or notto take thc vchicle homc Or kcep in Lawrencc
r●kcn homc■cκ おa触 ぬc cm口。y∝ 耐 l bc“叩

:'WЪ猟 。用 電:覇 艇

ll:λ

灘 響 t属具 謂 指sTcommutc  Discussed and revicwed  Motion by Peat, 2:

rcquestcd Roll ca‖ vOtc taken A‖ voting yes,rnotion caried

Expcnditurcs RepOrt: Items highlighted、 vcre;purchasc Oftnlck fOr Maintcnance/Custodian;an additional PTO payOut

WⅧ胤酬冊瑞認識評器誹:鵠辞命朧:∬協器 icr“
m"bttCmm型

漑裾::電:l認場州∬留麗λ∬麗#明:¶
力n“ iom O∝o騰‖2"3山Юtth如け引p舵4 Nmり

en Coun″ for ARPA funds thcy fOrgottO scnd us Also
rcceived $68,989 for Medicaid Settlcment rcport 、vhich 、vas not completed for last 5 ycars  shOuld bc cOmplctcd
annua‖ y Danie‖ c statcd the budget will be availablc at Scptcmber's mccting

Administrator/Health Offlccr's rcport: Thc 2023 Annual RepOn was available Vヽill alsO bc placed On our wcbsite

Danic‖e infO11lled thc board that during thc Financial Ad Hoc mecting discussiOn tOOk place abOut us currcntly renting

thc Dowagiac COmmuni″ Center iOm them fOr S2,800/month lt was dccided atthis mecting l wOuld bc in thc best



interest to give this space back to the City and have them manage. If the board also agreed she would contact Kevin,
Dowagiac City Manager, to discuss this. Danielle stated there are other areas in Cass County we can hold our
meetings if it becomes necessary. The board agreed Danielle should move forward on this.

Danielle gave a brief update on the KL landfill and changing the Environmental Health Code to establish a no new

well zone in Van Buren County. These changes were given to the board sometime ago for review. IbSEp-q+as-
tpproved the changes and *e no* need to hold a p e public hearing will be held during our scheduled

October 9s Board of H6rili6-meeting. Will be part of the Environmental Health report. Meeting will be held at VBISD
Conference Center. Discussed and reviewed.

Danielle stated she has been very busy tast couple ofmonths with EH issues, EEE, Avian Flu and Pertussis.

NXS慧叫脚¶iPttr鼈鴨cl織∬需1蹴llT甜蹴Wi鸞為i樹詔識詳僻1[

rccommendcd rgohgto bc su"to havc good hand hy」 Cnc cspcc● 1け rgong thrOugh thc Swinc barns
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Dr Wilc reportcd therc is a conflnned casc of a horsc with EEE in our disudct, Hc stated if a human should gct this

常籠上肥:湯蹴』訛脱鰹W:鳳『露評留鶏       ie師鷹1

how to prcvent EH is currcntly trapping rnosquitocs to scnd tO the statc fortesting

Dr VViles statcd we havc numerous pcrtussis cascs  This is a highly contagious ilincss, especia‖ y for infants,the

cldcrly and thosc with compromiscd immunc systcms Currcntly providing infollllation to thc public,to thosc that

have becn cxposed as well as hcalthcare providers Prcvcntive antibiotics arc ava‖ able to those at risk Jones asked if

we arc at the pointthat wc nced to lct our citizcns kllow how wc can prcvcnt some ofthese issucs Dr Wilc stated wc

are atthat point now and public health is doing evcttthing thcy can to infollll and educatc the public

Dental Report: Avanablc in the wTiten report

Hcalth Promotions:Availablc in thc writcn rcport

Othcr Busincss:Nonc

Public Commcnt: Rogcr commcnted hc had an issuc regarding a to、 v■ ship and has discusscd this with Gcorge and

rcceived thc guidance hc ncedcd  Karen statcd shc didn't hcar the bcginning of this mccting but hcard hcr namc

mcntioned about a rcport Shc believcd is regarding her rcquest for a comparison study regarding COVID and no shc

has not rcceivcd this rcport Danic‖e statcd shc did not havc this rcport but info‖ llcd her shc was putting this rcquest

On hcrt“ k listto do

Motion by Hanson,2nd by Lindcrman to attOum A‖ voting yes,modon carried

The next regular District Board of Health is scheduled Wednesdav. Sentember llth at 3 om at themecting

Center. 302 So Front Street. Dowa


